RELIGION
tike a barbarian captive, bright with youth and
beauty, was bound with golden chains, and bidden
bewildered and amazed, to grace the triumph and
ricle in the very chariot of its conqueror.
Let me take one salient instance. Could there
to any impartial observer, be anything in the world
more incredible than that the Popey surrounded
by ritual and pomp, and hierarchies, and policies,
should be held to be the representative on earth
of the peasant-teacher of Galilee ? And yet the
melancholy process of development is plain enough.
A* the world became Christianised, it could not be
expected to give up its social order, its ambitions,
its love of power and influence. Christianity un-
curbed is an inconvenient, a dangerous, a sub-
versive force ; it must be tamed and muzzled ; it
must be robed and crowned ; it must be given a
high and honoured place among institutions. And
so it has fallen a victim to bribery and intrigue
and worldly power.
I do not for a moment say that it does not even
thus inspire thousands of hearts to simple, loving,
and heroic conduct. The secret is far too vital to
lose its power. Jt is a vast force in the world, and
indeed survives its capture in virtue of its truth
and beauty. But instead of being the most free.